
TARBAT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 7th February 2018 
in the Carnegie Hall at 19:30 

 
Present:   Martin Dane (Chairman), Hamish Mackenzie (Vice Chairman), Jackie Thornhill 
(Secretary) Helen Fleming, Jackie Monro 
 
Apologies: Janet Wilson (Treasurer) 
  
In attendance:   Neil Ross, Jock Munro, Councillor Derek Loudon, Const. Gordon Elliott 
(Police Scotland), Margaret Flegg, Ridge Flegg 
 
NB.  The police officer stayed until he had completed their report and had answered all questions and 
then left to continue with other work.   
 
1. POLICE REPORT 
 
The police officer in attendance read out their report and commented on the fact there was 1 
animal nuisance call, 2 reported traffic collisions and 1 alarm call. There were no reports of 
alcohol / drug abuse or any domestic incidents. 
 
The Police office in attendance also informed us of the new incident recording system called 
“Storm System” which will be operated from the control room from Dundee. This came in 
effect on February 6, 2018. 
 
Anti-Social Behaviour. 
 
Anti - social behaviour concerns relating to Lee Porteus – Porteus has been released under 
licence at the end of January, and has return to his previous address. He will be subject to 
conditions for a number of months and this will be regularly monitored by the police. Again, 
please report any issues of anti-social behaviour in the village. Reports need to be made to 
both the police station in Alness or Tain straight away at 101 or 999 and to Claire 
MacDonald, Housing Management Officer, on 01349 886812 or to John Lee, Anti-Social 
Behaviour Investigator on 01955 609548.   These reports must be made on the next working 
day. 
 
The police assured us that they will continue to keep a close eye on anti-social behaviour to 
the extent that they are able to.    
 
2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING (held on Wednesday 6th December 2017) 
 
Approval of the previous meetings MoM was proposed by Jackie Thornhill and seconded by 
Hamish Mackenzie. 



	
TARBAT	COMMUNITY	COUNCIL	–	Minutes	of	Meeting	7/02/18	

 

2 
 

 
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
Fountain 
 
Hamish Mackenzie will chase up Lachie Stewart about rectification advice re the fountain. 
 
        Action Hamish MacKenzie 
Access to Tarbat Primary School 
 
A Travel Plan has been developed and submitted.  A meeting with a designer has been 
requested in order to make improvements but no further action has yet been taken. Cllr. 
Louden has informed us that a new candidate Laura Leslie (laura.leslie@highland.gov.uk) is 
now heading this department and someone should be out to review the situation in a few 
weeks. 
         Action Derek Louden 
 
Stand of Trees behind the Carnegie Hall 
 
John MacKay of the Highland Council has reviewed the situation.   Contact can be made with 
British Telecom and Southern Electricity to remove some of the branches if they are likely to 
interfere with their lines.   However, these companies cannot cut down the trees. No Update. 
 
It has also come to the attention of the community council that there is excess growth of 
sycamore trees from a privately-owned land imposing onto # 1 Brae Cottage and would it be 
possible to have these trees trimmed / cut back so it doesn’t cause damage to the property its 
branches are imposing onto. Mr Flegg has requested a contact within the highland council 
who he can contact to address this matter. 
 
 
Adjustment of the fence at top of the brae from the Carnegie Hall to Castle Street 
 
In response to a request, the chairman asked if owner of the fence could adjust the top line of 
the fence to improve visibility for vehicles coming up the brae to turn onto Castle Street. 
 
4. Councillor’s Report 
 
Derek Louden produced his report with regards to the current Highland budget discussions. 
Mr. Alistair McKinnon spoke to the TRA parent council and has informed them that the TRA 
school budget is still of great concern and its uncertainty still unclear.  The Highland Council 
plans to reduce / cut several additional support aids, teacher etc has been shelved for the 
February 15th budget meeting. 
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Discussions about the 3-18 Tain Campus took place about the consultation decision on where 
the new build of TRA would go. This is still ongoing with no further update at this time. 
 
Concerns about the state of the road ie. Potholes to Rockfield village has been brought to 
Cllr. Lounden’s attention. The drain next to the Caledonian Hotel has also subsided into the 
road and needs to be repaired. A member of the public has also asked the question about 
Tarbetness road drains as it is accumulating sand. What is the Inspection regime required to 
keep this clear? Cllr. Louden has given us the contact at Highland council for road repairs so 
if any concern please contact Gary Urquhart (gary.urquhart@highland.gov.uk 
 
Community Cash Event to take place on Feb 24, 2018. There are over 40 groups that have 
applied for this cash event and voting will be required for various groups to win the fund on 
Feb 24, 2018 at the Duthac centre, Tain. 
 
5. FINANCIAL REPORT 
  
The Treasurer had submitted a report and the balances are General Account £3140.94. 
Accounts have now been transferred to new treasurer. We have received the latest bank 
statement which shows a payment of the Highland Council grant of £832.62 on 18th January 
bringing the balance on the account to £3140.94. 
 
6. ANY OTHER COMMUNITY BUSINESS 
 
Land in front of Dolphin View Chalets 
 
Hamish Mackenzie reported that we appeared to be well on the way to an agreement that 
protected the public rights of way and access for parking and the private rights of 
neighbouring property owners and also set up a system to fund roadway maintenance. Since 
the last meeting most of the text had been agreed, and agreement had been reached on the 
Gordons’ rights of access and on preservation of the view from Dolphin View Chalets. The 
only outstanding points related to the exact positioning of William Paterson’s fishing nets, 
recording of road maintenance payments, and dispute resolution. The Chairman had kindly 
agreed to attend a meeting between Glyn Joyce and William Paterson on 8th February at 
which these points would be discussed. 
 
Martin was scheduled to have a meeting with all parties involved on Feb 8, 2018. 
 
This meeting has since taken place and the outstanding issues have been amicably resolved to 
everyone’s satisfaction. Hamish is sorting out the final wording for the various parties’ 
solicitors to agree. 
 
The TCC will act as arbitrator of first resort if any disputes arise concerning the agreement or 
maintenance payments. 
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Insurance Renewal for TCC 
 
Our TCC insurance has been renewed by the highland council for this year and it was agreed 
that we would use the quote from the brokers that Highland council used for further renewals. 
 
Electoral Reform in Scotland Public Consultation 
 
Martin Dane has completed a personal answer to the questionnaire. The Consultation paper 
and online response system can be accessed using the following link for anyone wanting to 
submit their views. 
https://consult.gov.scot/elections/electoral-reform 
 
Removal of Knockshortie Swing Park 
 
A meeting was previously arranged to discuss the removal of Kncokshortie Playpark 
equipment without any consultation between the TCC and Highland Council. 
 
Mr Mackay could only sincerely apologise for the lack of communication to the Tarbat 
Community council about the decision to remove the playpark equipment, but he assured us 
that the community council would be consulted in future and that this is not a closure of the 
swing park. The decision was solely made on some annual inspections that took place during 
August 2018 on over 400 playparks across the Highland area. Our playpark had many signs 
of structural damage and was coming if not beyond its average 15-year life span, therefore for 
health and safety concerns 4 pieces of equipment had to be removed and the climbing frame 
has to be monitored as signs of damage have been noted. Unfortunately, due to upcoming 
budgets constraints there is currently no budget allocated to replace this equipment. A piece 
of equipment that was in storage (springy rabbit) was installed on Monday Jan 29, 2018. 
 
Discussion then took place on how TCC might be able raise or access funds to help with the 
replacement of new equipment. We are in the area eligible to receive grants from the Beatrice 
Partnership Fund run by SSE. The next closing date for applications (31st January) was 
impractical, but there would be a further date later in the year. SSE would require some 
matched funding. The concern was then raised as to who would be responsible for regular 
inspections and maintenance of the grounds plus insurance liability as this would be very 
costly to the TCC if we had to endure these costs. It was advised by HC that if we purchase 
equipment we could get the installation along with inspections packages included with 
warranty. They would further consult with more information about whether the HC would 
continue to assume the insurance liability of the playpark. 
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Ingrid Jamieson agreed to forward on a list of approved suppliers for purchasing playpark 
equipment. This has been done since the meeting. 
 
The TCC members asked the HC about the ownership of the land that the playpark occupies 
and about the original planning permission agreement that was made with the property 
developer. Mr John Mackay agreed to forward copies of the title deeds and of the agreement 
with Mickey Austin and will update TCC in a couple of weeks. 
 
We have asked the question about liability and can it be used at own risk. Janet Wilson to 
advise. 
 
It was also discussed about setting up a Go-Fund me page to help with fund raising. Jackie 
Thornhill to action. 
 
We will need to agree on what equipment we would like and its cost associated with it. 
 
Next meeting scheduled for April 4, 2018. 
 
Meeting closed at 9:30pm 
 
 

 
 


